WHERE WILL YOU
FIND THE TALENT
YOU NEED TO GROW
YOUR OPERATIONS?
In recognition of the fact that a strong pool of skilled, multi-lingual graduates
will drive its economy forward, Malaysia has been investing heavily in its tertiary
education, and its Universities and Colleges, and today produces about 180,000 new
graduates each year.1 The country is also host to more than 90,000 international
students from 100 different countries – a number it plans to double by 2020.
What this means is that for organisations with ambitious growth strategies, the
talent they need to drive their expansion will be readily available – if they know
where to look.
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SSON has analysed the Malaysian graduate market to bring you an interactive
map showing you where you’ll find the talent you need to succeed.

1. The National Graduate Employability Blueprint

www.ssomalaysia.com

The Malaysian government has recognized highly skilled human capital as the
nucleus of its future, knowledge-based economy, and the key to sustainable
growth. In line with its ambition to create a digital economy by 2020, and to
encourage more companies to set up operations in country, the government has
actively encouraged and supported the reform of higher educational policy in both
private and public sectors since the 1990s. Malaysia wants to become the hub
of its region drawing thousands of students from across Asia. Attracting foreign
universities to set up overseas campuses is part of that strategy.
In the late 1990s, as a result of legislation passed by Parliament, a robust
framework was established to promote education. Since then, Universities,
Colleges and other tertiary learning institutions have flourished, with many
having just set up last year – incentivised by the 350-acre, state-of-the-art
campus at Educity Iskandar.
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As Malaysia competes with its Asian neighbours for the foreign direct investment it
needs to propel the country forward, human capital is recognized as a competitive
differentiator. But the demands of the high-tech, global economy require a
different kind of university graduate. Malaysia’s Universities and Colleges are
striving to meet the challenge proactively, by developing courses to meet the
needs of industry and Malaysia’s planned development. That means, increasingly,
producing graduates proficient in accounting, human resources, services and
analytics. Private universities are also gaining a reputation for international
quality education and students from all over the world attend these universities.
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One concern that has emerged over the past years is the relatively high rate of
unemployment among recent graduates, estimated in some cases to be between
25-35%. Reports cite insufficient English language and communication skills, as
well as a shortfall in other “soft” skill requirements, as the reason for this. To help
counter this, the Government has issued the The National Graduate Employability
Blueprint.
One trend that has developed to support the demand for highly skilled graduates
is that of foreign universities establishing campuses and exporting educational
programs into the country. In Malaysia, there are multiple such institutions as of
today.
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East Asia
and Pacific:

42%
of global

enrolments

With some estimates suggesting that 42% of global enrolments (or 212.9 million
enrolments) will be from the East Asia and Pacific region by 2035, Malaysia’s
educational capacity and the quality of its educational system is an important
driver for of the regional and global markets.
State-of-the-Art Learning Complexes
Two brand new educational hubs are supporting Malaysia’s development. These
are mostly privately funded “cities”:  
Kuala Lumpur Education City (KLEC)
Kuala Lumpur Education City (KLEC), launched in 2007, aims to house both
international and local universities, as well as primary and secondary schools in
a 500-acre Academic Park. The hub will offer programmes from the University
of Cambridge’s Judge Business School, Epsom College, and Universiti Sains
Malaysia, with an expected student population of nearly 30,000.
EduCity at Iskandar
The new EduCity Iskandar development is in the south of the country. This is a huge
shared campus for eight foreign universities, covering 350 acres. Once completed,
EduCity will offer degrees accredited by internationally prestigious institutions, as
well as impressive shared facilities that include an Olympic-sized swimming pool
and a 14,000-seat sports stadium.
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ACCA Supports Malaysian Universities in Raising Standards
The Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) is supporting the
growing demand for quality finance graduates across Malaysia by collaborating
with certain Universities to work towards raising standards in the areas of
finance and accounting. These institutions (listed below) are accredited as “ACCA
Approved Learning Providers.” According to David Hand, Head of Shared Services
and Outsourcing Market Development for ACCA, a number of SSCs in Malaysia
are today already basing their recruitment on this list when looking for new F&A
hires.
One concern is that university lecturers in the finance area are sometimes out of
touch with the current status of the industry, Hand says, and continue to promote
public practices that reinforce the perception that SSCs are merely call centres.
ACCA is actively collaborating with employers and MDeC to change this perception.
Another factor is that, typically, the best Malaysian students will sometimes not
remain in country, but will go to Australia, the UK and to a lesser extent the US
for their tertiary education. Such graduates are key targets for SSCs as they have
already gained a different cultural perspective to “home-grown” graduates, and
tend to have a better command of the English language. Unfortunately, many of
these students stay abroad after studying, and attracting them back to Malaysia
can be a challenge, unless there are the right jobs on offer.
www.accaglobal.com

ALPs Malaysia
STATUS

INSTITUTION
NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE

E-MAIL

WEBSITE

Platinum
ALP-st

KDU College

SS 22/41,Damansara Jya, Petaling
Jaya, 47400, Malaysia

60-3-77223598

pac@kdu.edu.
my

www.kdu.edu.my

Platinum
ALP-st

Sentral Technology
College - Penang

Menara Sentral, No 3 Penang
Street,Georgetown, Penang, Malaysia

60-422-99168

margaret@
sentral.edu.
my

www.sentral.edu.my

Platinum
ALP-st

Sunway College Johor Bahru

No 3 Jalan Austin Heights
Utama,Taman Mount Austin,
Johor Bahru, 81100, Malaysia

60-6073596880

infojb@
sunway.edu.
my

www.sunway.edu.
my/jb

Platinum
ALP-st

Sunway College Kuching

No.1 Song Plaza,Lot 12168, Block 16,
KCLD Kuching, 93350, Malaysia

60-82-236666

dorisc@swck.
edu.my

www.swck.edu.my

Platinum
ALP-st

Sunway Tes Sdn
Bhd

No. 5,Jalan Universiti, Bandar
Sunway Petaling Jaya, 46150,
Malaysia

60-374-918722

emilyc@
sunway.edu.
my

sunway.edu.my/
college/sunwaytes

Platinum
ALP-st

Tunku Abdul
Rahman University
College

Jalan Genting Kelang,Setapak,
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

60-3-41450123

loongyy@acd.
tarc.edu.my

www.tarc.edu.my

Platinum
ALP-st

Universiti
Teknologi Mara

Faculty of Accountancy, Menara
SAAS, Universiti Teknologi Mara Shah 60-355-444804
Alam, 40450, Malaysia

a.shameer@
salam.uitm.
edu.my

www.uitm.edu.my

Gold ALP-st

Disted College,
Penang

340 Macalister Road,Georgetown,
Penang,Malaysia, 10350, Malaysia

hhtan@disted.
edu.my

www.disted.edu.my

60-4-2296579
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acca.apec@
gmail.com

www.eic.edu.my

Brighton Square,Ground and First
Floor, Lot 7961, Sublot 32 to 35,
60-82-285777
KLCD, Off Jalan Song Kuching, 93350,
Malaysia

enquiries@
myftms.edu.
my

www.ftmsglobal.
com

FTMS College,24-30 Jalan Hang
Kasturi, Kuala Lumpur,50000,
Malaysia

60-32050-9500

magen@ftms.
edu.my

www.ftmsglobal.
com

HELP College
Gold ALP-st of Arts and
Technology

3.01 Level 1-7, Kompleks Metro
Pudu 1, Jalan Metro Pudu 2, Fraser
Business Park Kuala Lumpur, 55100,
Malaysia

60-32788-2106

jessie.chua@
acca.helpcat.
edu.my

www.helpcat.edu.
my

INTI College Gold ALP-st
Subang Jaya

3 Jalan SS15/8,Subang Jaya, 47500,
Malaysia

60-356-232870

sathiyaseelan.
jeyathevan@
http://www.inti.edu.
newinti.
my
edu.my

Kasturi College
Gold ALP-st International Petaling Jaya

No 20-1, 20-2, 20-3 Jalan PJS 8/17,
Petaling Jaya, 46150, Malaysia

60-35-6222311

infor@ksacity
campus.com

www.
ksacitycampus.com

11th Floor,Plaza First Nationwide,
161 Jalan Tun HS Lee Kuala Lumpur,
50000, Malaysia

60-3203-23322

jessyskchong
@yahoo.com

www.
ksacitycampus.com

No. 55 A,B & 57A,B,Jalan Melaka
Raya 21, Taman Melaka Raya Melaka,
75000, Malaysia

60-6-2869876

maizah.
sinar@gmail.
com

www.sinarcollege.
edu.my

Gold ALP-st

Elite International
College

FAME International
Gold ALP-st
College

Gold ALP-st

Gold ALP-st

FTMS College Kuala Lumpur

Kolej Kasturi Kuala Lumpur

Gold ALP-st Kolej Sinar

1st floor,No 49, Jalan Hang Lekiu
Kuala Lumpur, 50100, Malaysia

60-32032-3118

Gold ALP-st

Methodist College
Kuala Lumpur

Off Jalan Tun Sambanthan 4,
Brickfields, Kuala Lumpur, 50470,
Malaysia

60-0322741851

ask@mckl.
edu.my

www.Methodist
CollegeKL.edu.my

Gold ALP-st

Methodist Pilley
Institute

Jalan Lily, Sibu, 96000, Malaysia

60-084-322268

khwong@
pilley.edu.my

www.pilley.edu.my

6th & 7th Floor,35 Jalan Cantonment
Axis Complex, Penang, 10350,
Malaysia

60-6042268281

choosh@ptpl.
edu.my

www.ipg.edu.my

60-7968-8049

clovie.poh@
stamford.edu.
my

www.stamford.edu.
my

60-05-5454398

lizaw@
sunway.edu.
my

www.sunway.edu.
my/ipoh

60-0362030168

acca@taylors.
edu.my

www.taylors.edu.my

60-39130-8888

sudeshb@
ucsipa.com

www.ucsipa.com

Gold ALP-st PTPL Penang

Gold ALP-st

Stamford - Petaling Lot 7A, Jalan 223, Section 14,
Jaya
Petaling Jaya, 46100, Malaysia

Gold ALP-st

Sunway College Ipoh Sdn Bhd

Gold ALP-st

G1 Ground Floor,No. 62, Jalan Sri
Taylor's College Sri
Hartamas 1, Sri Hartamas
Hartamas
Kuala Lumpur, 50480, Malaysia

UCSI Professional
Gold ALP-st
Academy

No. 1, 3 & 5, Persiaran SCI 2/2,
Sunway City Ipoh, Ipoh, 31150,
Malaysia

UCSI University (North Wing
Campus),Jalan Choo Lip Kung,
Taman Taynton View Cheras, 56000,
Malaysia
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PUBLIC
UNIVERSITIES

		
KELANTAN:

Listed below are public Universities, according
to their geographic location.
		
PERLIS:
 Universiti Malaysia Perlis (UniMAP).
Previously known as Kolej Universiti
Kejuruteraan Utara Malaysia (KUKUM)

		
KEDAH:
 Universiti Utara Malaysia
(Northern University of Malaysia) www.uum.edu.
my 16 February 1984 Universiti Utara Malaysia was
established as a catalyst for the growth of the
Northern region of Malaysia. UUM focus 		
on management education.

 Universiti Sains Malaysia
(University of Science, Malaysia)
The second university in Malaysia.
Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) was
first known as the University of 		
Penang in 1969.

 Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin (UniSZA)
Previously: Universiti Darul Iman Malaysia (UDM) 1
January 2006, Universiti Darul Iman Malaysia was
established with three campuses, each with a
separate niche. The KUSZA campus focuses on
teaching in Islamic studies. The campus in Kuala
Terengganu offers Health Sciences while the
campus in Besut specialized in Biotechnology
and Agriculture programmes.

		
PERAK:

		
PAHANG:

 Universiti Pendidkan Sultan 		
Idris (UPSI)
MPSI, Malaysia oldest teacher
training college (established in 1922)
was bestowed institute status in 1987
as Institute Perguruan Sultan Idris
(IPSI). With its new status, IPSI
started to introduce new courses
including a twinning programme with
Universiti Pertanian Malaysia
(Universiti Putra Malaysia). IPSI was
upgraded to university status On 24
February 1997 and renamed Universiti
Pendidkan Sultan Idris (UPSI).

 Universiti Malaysia Pahang (UMP)
 Kolej Universiti Kejuruteraan &
 Teknologi Malaysia (KUKTEM)
was established on 16 February 2000 as
a competency-based technical university
that specializes in engineering and
technology with focuses on Chemical
Engineering, Biotechnology Industries,
Automotive Engineering, and
Manufacturing Engineering.

		
JOHOR:

		
SELANGOR:

 Universiti Teknologi Malaysia 		
(Technological University of Malaysia)
– established 1975, its history dates
back to 1925 as the Public Works
Department Technical School. In 1931,
it became the Education Department for
training apprentices for the PWD,
Malayan Railways and the Survey
Department. In 1946, the school was
upgraded to Technical College. In 1975,
it was further upgraded to a university.

 University Technology MARA UiTM 26 		
August 1999, Institut Teknologi MARA was 		
granted university status and renamed 		
Universiti Teknologi MARA. This new
university continues its initial intent to offer
academic programmes as well as professional
programmes in accountancy and information
technology. UiTM is a pioneer in higher 		
learning to producing a significant number 		
of Bumiputera professionals skilled in a broad
spectrum of industry.

 Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
(National University of Malaysia); 		
established 1970 as the first public university
to use Bahasa Malaysia as medium of 		
instruction in higher education.
 International Islamic University Malaysia
ايزيلام ةيملاعلا ةيمالسإلا ةعماجلا
IIMU - Universiti Islam Antarabangsa Malaysia
founded on 10 May 1983 to revitalize the 		
intellectual tradition of the ummah. The		
university’s diploma, undergraduate and
postgraduate degree programmes in several
fields equipping students with the ability to
integrate Islamic learning with intellectual 		
creativity. This international university uses
English and Arabic and has a 20% of 		
international students.

		
TERENGGANU:
 Universiti Malaysia Terengganu (UMT)
Formerly known as KUSTEM - July 2001; upgraded
to Universiti Malaysia Terengganu (UMT) on Feb 1st,
2007

		
PENANG:

 Universiti Putra Malaysia:
Established in 4 October 1971 for the training
of agricultural assistants in the government
sector after the amalgamation of the College
of Agriculture and the Faculty of Agriculture
of Universiti Malaya in 1971. Renamed 		
Universiti Putra Malaysia on 26 July 1997.

 Universiti Malaysia Kelantan (UMK)
was established 2006 at the onset of the Ninth
Malaysia Plan, which stressed the development
of human capital with first-class minds to explore,
develop and expand knowledge in the areas of
agro-business, entrepreneurship, heritage,
creative technology and natural resource sciences.



		
KUALA LUMPUR:

		
		
		
		
		
		

Universiti Tun Hussein Onn
Malaysia (UTHM)
Formally Kolej Universiti
Teknologi Tun Hussein Onn
(KUiTTHO) upgraded on 2007 as
UTHM university Kolej Universiti
Teknologi Tun Hussein Onn
KUiTTHO

 Universiti Malaya
(University of Malaya)
 Universiti Pertahanan
Nasional Malaysia (UPNM)
Malaysian Armed Forces
Academy (Akademi Tentera
Malaysia - ATMA) established
on 1 June 1995 to provide
military training for cadet
officers of the Armed Forces of
Malaysia (ATM) was upgraded
on 10 November 2006 to
Universiti Pertahanan
Nasional Malaysia (UPNM)
offering Bachelor's degrees in
defence science and
management.

		
NEGERI SEMBILAN:
 Universiti Sains Islam
Malaysia (USIM)
Kolej Universiti Islam
Malaysia (KUIM) upgraded
to Universiti Sains Islam
Malaysia (USIM) in 2007

		
MALACCA:
 Universiti Teknikal Malaysia
Melaka (UTeM).
In 2007 Kolej Universiti
Teknikal Kebangsaan
Malaysia (KUTKM) was
upgraded to UTeM University.
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INTERNATIONAL
UNIVERSITIES

&

PRIVATE
UNIVERSITIES

Listed below are private and foreign-owned Universities, according to their geographic location.

PUTRAJAYA:
 Heriot-Watt University Malaysia;

Herriot-Watt University is ranked
in the top 4% of Universities
world-wide; established 2013;
globally recognized MBA programme
at Edinburgh University. The
portfolio of degrees - in key growth
sectors for the region - is rapidly
expanding from the new flagship
campus.

PUTRAJAYA:
 LIMKOKWING University of Creative 		
Technology (LUCT);
1,000 students from 45 countries; focus on 		
London, Kuala Lumpur and Gaborone in
line with its "One University, Three 		
Continents" concept that is its answer to 		
globalization. It is a 21st century education 		
that meets the demands of an era that calls
for the creation of a new generation of

PERAK:
 Quest International
University Perak;
2008; business management;
social science

SELANGOR:
 Monash University Malaysia Campus ;

established 1998 (Australian
University)
 Newcastle University Medicine
Malaysia;

KUALA LUMPUR:

2009, just north of Singapore
(UK University)

 University of Nottingham Malaysia
Campus (UK University)
one of the first foreign universities to
set up a campus in Malaysia in 2000,
University of Nottingham is top British
university. (Notable: research portfolio
on agricultural sciences, which could not
be replicated in its urban U.K. campus.)

 Northwood University :

INTI College–NU (American
University)

SELANGOR DARUL EHSAN:
 Taylor’s University
As one of Malaysia’s oldest, most successful and
reputable private education institutions, Taylor’s
University offers a comprehensive range of
courses at all levels.

SELANGOR:
 Management and Science University;
University status 2007; 17,000 students
 Sunway University;
Sunway TES is a subsidiary specializing in 		
internationally renowned accounting programmes.
 Malaysia University of Science and Technology;
2000; MUST strives to meet both Malaysia and the
region’s need for high-quality graduates in the
areas of science and technology, by conducting
full-time programmes at the Master’s level in
various fields of study. All programmes and
courses offered by MUST have been approved by the
National Accreditation Board of Malaysia (LAN).
MUST’S graduates are trained to conduct research
to develop world-class indigenous technologies
as well as to enhance their managerial and
entrepreneurial qualities.

KUALA LUMPUR:
 INTI
International University and 		
Colleges; globally recognized

degree programmes

EDUCITY ISKANDAR:

ISKANDAR EDUCITY ZONE:

 Raffles University Iskandar (RUI)
– has the largest campus in this educational hub

 Raffles University Iskandar (RUI)
is a multi-faculty and comprehensive 		
university; Business and Social Sciences, 		
including Education and Psychology

 University of Reading
Malaysia; 2013 (UK University)
 University of Southampton Malaysia Campus
(USMC) (UK University)
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PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES
INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITIES
PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES
		
SABAH:
 Universiti Malaysia Sabah
(University of Malaysia Sabah)
Universiti Malaysia Sabah was 		
established on 24 November 		
1994 with the objective to train 		
experts in various fields,
particularly Marine Science.

		
SARAWAK

KUCHING:
 Swinburne University
of Technology Sarawak;
Swinburne’s popular
engineering and business
programmes are accredited
by professional bodies such
as the Institution of Engineers
Australia, Board of Engineers
Malaysia and CPA Australia.
The undergraduate computing
programmes are accredited
by the Australian
Computer Society.

 Universiti Malaysia Sarawak
(University of Malaysia Sarawak)
www.unimas.my 24 December 1992,
Universiti Malaysia Sarawak became
the first university in East Malaysia.
A catalyst for the development of East
Malaysia and spearheading research
and studies focus on sustainable
management of natural resources.

TAWAU:

 Open University Malaysia:
utilizing the latest technologies to improve
the delivery systems; Open and Distance 		
Education is fast becoming a way of providing
education to the masses; specifically 		
targeted at working adults

MIRI, SARAWAK:
 Curtin University of
Technology Sarawak Campus
– established 1999 (Australian University)
 Swinburne University of Technology 		
Sarawak Campus;
established 2004; Kuching, Sarawak 		
(Australian University)

KUCHING:
 UNITAR International University;
2012; a unique feature of the UNITAR delivery and
administrative system is the existence of 9 		
Regional Centres throughout Malaysia, with more
planned; management; business administration;
education
 UCSI University;
specializing in hospitality, events management,
international business and industrial relations;
awarded University status 2008

 GlobalNxt University;
online university; innovative, technology-enabled
institution that was formed to equip and update
learners with the rapidly changing skill sets
required in the modern, global economy. GlobalNxt
University has partnered with over 100 multinational
corporations to help develop innovative, technologyenabled corporate learning and training solutions
 Maipal, Karnataka:
Manipal International University (MIU) a member of
the Manipal Global Education Group, is a fullyfledged Malaysian university offering multidisciplinary
programmes with a focus in the fields of Science &
Engineering and Management & Business.
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THE MALAYSIA EDUCATION BLUEPRINT 2013–2025
Targets of the Blueprint are:
1

Universal enrolment from pre-school to upper secondary education in 10 years;

2

Halving the achievement gaps between the rich and the poor, urban and rural, and between the states
that form Malaysia in eight years;

3

Rising from the bottom-third to the top-third of countries in international assessments like PISA and
Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) in 15 years;

4

Building an education system that gives children an appreciation of their unique identity as Malaysians.

There are three “waves” to the Blueprint’s action plan: Wave 1: Blueprint implementation – more support
for teachers and a focus on core student skills. Wave 2: Building upon progress. Wave 3: To occur between
2020 and 2025, schools will take over their own administration.

7 Things You Should Know About Malaysian Graduates
Noteworthy:
• As of 2013, Malaysian tertiary education opportunities included: 414 Private colleges 2) 37 Private
universities 3) 20 Private University-colleges 4) 1 Public University-college 4) 7 Foreign branch
campus 5) 20 Public universities 6) 24 Polytechnics 7) 37 Public Community Colleges*
• 85,247 students registered for the new varsity intake at Malaysian public universities for the
2012/2013 academic session.
• Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia ranks in the Times Top 100 Universities of Asia 2013
• Nearby: National University of Singapore (NUS) ranks 13th of Top 100 universities for Engineering
and Technology (Times Higher Education University Rankings 2013)
• University of Malaya: Malaysia's first and oldest university can rank with top universities across
the world. Its programs are of an international standard and recognized by international bodies.
• English is the primary language for instruction in all private higher educational institutions.
Bahasa Malaysia is the language of instruction in all public government universities for
undergraduate degrees, apart from maths and science, which are taught in English. Postgraduate
degrees at public universities are also taught in English.
• The 3+0 degree concept (foreign Universities running campuses in Malaysia) was developed to
enable students to complete a foreign degree programme in Malaysia without having to go to
overseas university. Following universities offer 3+0 degree in Malaysia:

Sources:
http://www.etawau.com/edu
http://www.etawau.com/edu/IndexUniversity.htm
http://malaysias100.com/awards/ranking/2013-rankings
http://www.topuniversities.com/where-to-study/asia/malaysia/guide
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THE RISE
OF THE
ASIAN TIGER

Unlocking value, improving productivity and maintaining
competitiveness to impact business bottom line
Main Conference: 10 - 11 May 2016
Venue: Double Tree by Hilton, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
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